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Introduction:
- Chronic pain is a problem affecting 10% of world population. 
- Intrathecal administration of drugs is used since 1970.  It is an efficient therapy for the relief of pain and 
for spasm for certain patients where usual treatment is insufficient.  So the quality of life will improve.
How the system looks like?
It is composed of 2 elements:
1 - The catheter is a small soft tube, where one of the extremities is connected to t he pump and the other 
in the intrathecal space.
2 - The Pump is composed of a metallic reservoir and a motor allowing the delivery of a programmed dose of drugs.
3 - A 3rd element could be added which allows the self given administration of supplementary doses (as 
ordered by the physician).
The Procedure: 2 phases

1. Phase Test:
The Physician chooses the drug and tests it by giving an injection in your back.
The 24 hrs following the injection, you evaluate the drug effect (pain & spasm).
To be sure of efficiency, the test should be done twice.

2. Implantation of System:
The catheter is inserted intrathecally (lumbar).
The pump is implanted under the skin (abdomen).
Hospitalisation for 4-5 days to adjust the dose.

3. Follow-up:
15 days after intervention, you come for consultation (to evaluate the dose and your satisfaction).
Later on you will come periodically to fill the pump and adjust doses.

Advantages
Oral medicine (drugs) can be diminished so the side effect is less.
The daily activities are more accessible and you will get a better life.
Traveling is possible, because the filling can be adapted to your needs.  We can give you the address of Specialized 
Centers abroad where you can call if needed.
 This system doesn’t prevent a physical and sporty activity (your doctor will tell you about the precaution).

Risks and Contraindications:
Infection risk is not excluded in spite of measures taken (aseptic techniques  and antibiotic administration ).
Momentary headache.
The system could be displaced or obstructed which will need another surgical intervention.
Your pump must be regularly filled (once every 1 to 4 months according of the situation).
You need to have a card indicating that you are a holder of pump.  It must be shown to your physicians, for 
MRI or any surgery and in airport.


